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Congratulations to the Maryland Envirothon Team (Harford Christian School, 
Darlington) who finished 7th out of 55 teams competing in the 2012 Canon Envirothon 
Event!  Here’s the official press release!  
http://www.envirothon.org/pdf/2012/2012_Envirothon_Winners_Release_FINAL.pdf 

 

Lowe’s Toolbox for Education Grants   (FBAE) 

Funded by the Lowe's Charitable and Educational Foundation, the Lowe's Toolbox for Education 

program provides grant awards of up to $5,000 to support school improvement projects at K-12 

public schools in the United States. Now in its sixth year, the program has donated over $25 

million to more than five thousand schools.  For the 2012-13 school year program, the 

foundation will give priority to basic necessities. There is a preference for funding requests that 

have a permanent impact such as facility enhancement (both indoor and outdoor), as well as 

landscaping/cleanup projects. Projects that encourage parent involvement and build stronger 

community spirit are encouraged. (Please note: the grant money cannot be used to pay for 

memorials, stipends, salaries, artists in residence, field trips, scholarships, or third-party 

funding.)  See  http://foundationcenter.org/pnd/rfp/rfp_item.jhtml?id=384900018 

 

Garden Study Seeking Host Sites  (USDA) 

I want to reach out to you about a garden study the USDA Invasive Insect Behavior and 

Biocontrol Laboratory launching on September 7th.  Throughout the DC Metropolitan area we 

will have 25 garden plots located in various urban environments; some on roof tops, backyards 

and a few in close proximity to community gardens or on parking lots. The objective of our study 

is to determine the effectiveness of integrated pest management strategies, such as trap cropping, 

within urban environments. The study spans over two years and afterwards the gardens will 
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become property of their hosts. We are looking for 10 additional host sites to foster our 16"x14" 

raised beds within the Washington D.C. Metropolitan area.  

If you, or another party, are trying starting up a school garden, expanding a community garden, 

we would love to partner. Please reply with by July 25th so that we can schedule our initial site 

visits. We are looking to confirm our additional 10 host sites by August 3rd. Construction will 

begin on September 7th.   Contact Anthony Dimeglio  at  tonydimeglio@gmail.com 

 

EcoLiterate – A New Book by Daniel Goldman  (CEL) 

Hopeful, eloquent, and bold, Ecoliterate: How Educators Are Cultivating Emotional, Social, and 

Ecological Intelligence offers inspiring stories, practical guidance, and an exciting new model of 

education that builds - in vitally important ways - on the success of social and emotional learning 

by addressing today's most important ecological issues. Ecoliterate is the result of an innovative 

collaboration between Daniel Goleman - bestselling author of Emotional Intelligence and Social 

Intelligence - and Lisa Bennett and Zenobia Barlow of the Center for Ecoliteracy.  It tells stories 

of pioneering educators, students, and community leaders engaged in issues related to food, 

water, oil, and coal in communities from the mountains of Appalachia to a small village in the 

Arctic; the deserts of New Mexico to the coast of New Orleans; and the streets of Oakland, 

California to the hills of South Carolina. Ecoliterate also presents five core practices of 

emotionally and socially engaged ecoliteracy and a professional development guide.   

 

Farm to Child Care – A New Report  (IATP) 

The Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy has published Farm to Child Care: Opportunities 

and Challenges for Connecting Young Children with Local Foods and Farmers. This PDF report 

explores the feasibility of expanding Farm to Child Care (F2CC) initiatives, the dynamics that 

surround foodservice in various child care contexts, and lessons learned from early efforts 

around the country.  Visit this site to download the pdf - http://www.iatp.org/documents/farm-to-

child-care-opportunities-and-challenges-for-connecting-young-children-with-local-f 
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The Green Food Project (DEFRA) 

The Green Food Project, a major study into how Britain's entire food system must change to 

keep food affordable without destroying nature, has been released by the UK's Department for 

Environment, Food, and Rural Affairs.  http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2012/07/10/green-food-

project/ 

This is a good report for students to review and connect policy recommendations with 

sustainability studies.  As we are learning (sometimes the hard way in agriculture) policy that 

benefits interests at one scale may not benefit at smaller or larger scales, or across time frames. 

The Brits are clearly working towards restorative policy in this report. 

 

Patagonia Environmental Grants Program 

The Patagonia Environmental Grants Program provides support to small, grassroots 

organizations with provocative direct-action agendas that are working on multi-pronged 

campaigns to protect the environment. Patagonia funds activist groups that are dedicated to 

protecting local habitats in the United States and Canada, as well as in targeted countries around 

the world. The company is most interested in supporting organizations that work on the root 

causes of problems and that approach issues with a commitment to long-term change. Most 

grants are in the range of $3,000 to $8,000. Proposals are accepted through the Patagonia website 

during the months of April and August each year, and must be submitted by April 30 or August 

31. (Applications are accepted year-round at local retail Patagonia stores.)   

http://www.patagonia.com/us/patagonia.go?assetid=2927 

 

Grants for Grassroots  

The Fund for Wild Nature provides grants to grassroots organizations in the United States and 

Canada for campaigns to save native species and wild ecosystems, with particular emphasis on 

actions to defend threatened wilderness and biological diversity. Priority is given to ecological 

issues that are not receiving adequate national attention. Grants, generally ranging from $1,000 
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to $3,000, are provided for advocacy, litigation, public policy work, development of citizen 

science, and similar endeavors. The Fund rarely supports proposals from organizations with large 

budgets (over $250,000 annually). The application deadlines are February 1, May 1, and 

September 1 of each year. Application guidelines and forms are available on the Fund’s website.  

http://www.fundwildnature.org/ 

 

Northeast Organic Farming Association Summer Conference! (NOFA) 

 August 10-12th at University of Massachusetts Amherst! An amazing opportunity for families, 

farmers, and students to engage in the exciting opportunities Northeast farming offers!  

http://www.nofasummerconference.org 

 

Leopold Education Project (MAEF) 

This nationally acclaimed professional development workshop introduces students and teachers 

to the work, life and legacy of Aldo Leopold, Father of Conservation Agriculture and the Land 

Ethic. This one-day workshop is based upon Leopold’s most well-known book, A Sand County 

Almanac that all participants will receive, along with a curriculum guide and supplementary 

materials. Through literature, observation and engagement with the working landscape, and the 

history of conservation policy and practice, the LEP provides teachers with ideas for 

conservation, sustainability and stewardship education. In addition, MAEF provides consultation 

in how to adapt the curriculum to particular needs and audiences, K-12. Perfect for designing 

Environmental Literacy experiences on campus or off!  Call or email MAEF to schedule a 

faculty or organizational workshop in LEP. 410-939-9030 or peppig@maefonline.com 

 
 

Funding for Projects Designed by GIRLS!  (OMF) 

The Open Meadows Foundation offers grants up to $2,000 to projects that are designed and 
implemented by women and girls, reflect the diversity of the community served, promote 
building community power, promote racial, social, economic and environmental justice, and 
have limited financial access, or have encountered obstacles in their search for funding. 

http://www.openmeadows.org 
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On Summer Days 

 

I still find each day too short 

For all the thoughts I want to think, 

All the walks I want to take,  

All the books I want to read, 

And all the friends I want to see. 

- John Burroughs 

 

 

 

The Buzz submission reminders - 

• Send your events, grant opportunities, training and development announcements 
up to two months prior to dates of service or deadlines.   

• Be sure your submission relates to K-12 + undergrad agriculture or natural 
resources education in some way, to include new and beginning farmer 
opportunities for young adults. 

• Know that The Buzz is sent out on the first and fifteenth of the month, September 
through June.  In July and August, The Buzz is sent out on the first of the month. 

• Archived editions are filed on the MAEF website www.maefonline.com 

 

 

Send submissions to Peggy Eppig,  peppig@maefonline.com 

 


