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MARYLAND AGRICULTURAL  EDUCATION FOUNDATION, INC. 

September 27, 2011 

Western Maryland Research and Education Center 

3:00 p.m. 

 

Present: C. John Sullivan, III, Gail Yeiser, John Stump, Jr., Martha Clark, Jane P. Brown,  

Robert Cooksey, Hank Doong, Laura Huber, Joan Myers, Rachel Pieper, Richard Price, 

Dr. Ronald Seibel, Evelyn Wilcom, Karen Zimmerman, Dr. Leon Slaughter, U of MD, (by 

phone) Kathy Oliver, MSDE, George Mayo (Exe. Dir.), and Media advisor, Sean 

Clougherty. Absent were Jeannie Haddaway-Ricco, Richard McCrobie, Richard Stone-

breaker, Connie Parvis and Gerald Truitt.  

 

Vice President Gail Yeiser called the meeting to order at 3:15 p.m.  

 

Richard Price moved to seat Dr. Leon Slaughter , U of MD representative and Kathy Oli-

ver, MSDE representative who was present by telephone. Jane Brown seconded and the 

motion passed. 

 

Upon the arrival of MAEF President, John Sullivan, he assumed the chairmanship of the 

meeting.   

 

The minutes of the May 13, 2011 Regular Board Meeting  were reviewed.    

Richard Price moved, second by Gail Yeiser to  approve the minutes as presented. Motion 

passed. 

 

It was noted that the correct wording for the by-law change in June 30, 2011 Annual Meet-

ing Minutes should read. 

 

The By Law change to Article VI, Section 7, Executive Committee: The Executive commit-

tee shall consist of the officers and two (2) at large members, elected annually from the 

Board of Directors, and shall perform duties as generally designated by the Board of Direc-

tors under the supervision and direction of the President.  

 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer, John Stump, reviewed the balance sheet and financial 

statements.  John explained that the report was only showing one month of Ag Tag income 

but that the Foundation was averaging $53,000 - $60,000 monthly.  He also stated that re-

ports were front loaded with expenses for the beginning of the fiscal year, such as insur-

ance, and scholarships that have been paid to schools in September.  Upon further review 

of the statements, Gail Yeiser moved, Jane Brown seconded to accept the report for audit.  

Motion passed. 

 



 

 

John Sullivan introduced our host, Frank Allnutt, Director for the Western Maryland Re-

search and Education Center.  Mr. Allnutt welcomed the Board and gave an overview of 

the center and it’s facilities.  The Center provides meeting spaces and research projects 

covering a wide variety of commodities, plants and animals.  The 500 acre farm and facility 

was officially turned over to the University of Maryland Extension program in 2007.  It 

houses a number of Extension Research Specialists that study and conduct production tri-

als and techniques for the many different crops and animals that can be grown in the area 

and/or across the state. 

 

The Finance Committee : President Sullivan introduced Todd Levey of TMDG LLC,  

Certified Public Accountants and Healthcare Consultants. Mr. Levey presented the 2011 

Audit Report.   He reviewed the financial statements in detail and the accompanying audi-

tors notes, statements and recommendations.  He stated that the Foundation is financially 

sound and in good order.  He did caution the Foundation should consider diversifying our 

revenue stream to prepare for a possible loss of the Ag tag income.  (Approved copies of 

audit and notes to attached to these minutes.)   

 

It was move by Gail Yeiser, seconded by Joan Meyers to accept the audit as presented. 
 

George Mayo noted that we will be updating to the most current Peach Tree 

accounting program used by MAEF and that TMDG LLC, will be  

            supporting the transition to the new program. 
 

Promotions/Public Relations: Chairman, Robert Cooksey, no report at this time. 

George Mayo reported that Larry Abramson of NPR had visited MAEF at Swan Harbor in 

response to Agriculture’s reaction to the Environmental Literacy Programs and Ag and 

The Bay.  

 

Due to time constraints the Board received the following reports with brief discussion: 

Elementary Report: the 2012 Ag in the Classroom Workshop will be held June 24-28.  re-

port attached 

Middle School: report attached 

High School/Post Secondary: report attached 

FFA: report attached 

Ag Returns to the City: report attached 

 

Events: 

A report on the Golf Outing was very positive in that 115 people participated this year and 

the sponsorship was very good.  Financials results will be reported at a later meeting. 

 

The Western MD Fundraiser, Energy for Education, will be held this evening and many of 

the Board members will be attending.  There are approximately 120+ reservations. A silent 

auction and locally provided dinner and entertainment will be provided 

 

MD State Fair: Gail Yeiser and Ashley Stevens, a former MAEF scholarship winner, orga-

nized activities for the U Learn Farm at the State Fair, through the Maryland 4H founda-



 

 

tion. They had included Caroline Isaacson, our summer intern, and let her develop some 

great ideas for MAEF’s involvement there.  

 

Annual Banquet: The banquet will be November 3, 2011 at Michael’s 8
th

 Ave. in Glen Bur-

nie.  Board members will receive additional invitations in the mail.  This is our first time to 

take reservations online.  Auction items are needed. 

 

Nominating Committee: Chairman, Rachel Pieper had followed through with a board re-

quest to fill a current vacancy on the Board.  Rachel move to appoint Mary Ellen Wal-

temire to the MAEF Board. The motion was second by Gail Yeiser and passed. 

 

President’s Report: John Sullivan introduced newly elected Board members Laura Huber 

and Karen Zimmerman.  He commended the Western MD Fundraising Committee for the 

work in arranging for the Energy for Education event to be held this evening.  

 

Executive Director’s Report: George Mayo reported that new graphics have been added to 

the aquatics mobile lab featuring the theme Healthy Crops/Healthy Water. 

Also that a new hauler had been found.   George also reported that Ashley Force will rejoin 

MAEF’s staff October 1 and that Peggy Eppig will return at the end of December.   (com-

plete report attached) 

 

Reports of Agencies: 

 

MSDE: Very happy with the successful launch of CASE.  Also pleased that an Ag Science 

teacher, Aaron Geiman, was named Teacher of the Year for Carroll County. 

 

MDA: No report at this time 

 

U of MD: Dr. Slaughter reported that the Institute of Applied Agriculture did host a very 

successful CASE Institute with 22 teachers from many states. The Open House will be held 

October 15, at College Park from 10a.m. - 3 p.m.  

 

Old Business: None 

 

New Business: 

 

1. George Mayo brought to the board the need to complete the LRSP and implement the 

results and recommendations.   It was agreed to hold a 

meeting to address the LRSP on November 15, 2011 at 10 a.m. prior to the next board 

meeting. 

 

2. John Sullivan requested that committees please schedule their meetings and let George 

know when they are. 

 

3. The mobile labs are funded to be used in Allegheny County for 14 weeks.  We need to 

find a teacher and hauler in that area.   



 

 

 

 

There being no further business to be brought before the Board, Richard Price moved, 

Hank Doong seconded to adjourn.  The motion passed. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,      Approved_______ 

 

 

Martha M. Clark, Secretary 


