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Maryland Agricultural Education Foundation, Inc. 

Regular Board Meeting 

MD Department of Agriculture 

50 Harry S. Truman Parkway 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

February 28, 2012 

 

 

Present: Gail Yeiser, Jane Brown, Joan Meyers, Connie Parvis, Rachel Pieper, Richard Price, Dr. 

Ron Seibel, Gerald Truitt, Mary Ellen Waltemire, Evelyn Wilcom, Karen Zimmerman, Sean 

Clougherty (Media Advisor), Kathy Oliver (MSDE), Dr. Leon Slaughter (UMD), Jim Wallace 

(MDA), and George Mayo, MAEF Executive Director.  Martha Clark joined the meeting by 

phone.  Guests included Dr. Evelyn Cooper from AGNR, MAEF consultant Charles Gummer, 

and Julie Oberg of MDA. 

 

Vice President, Gail Yeiser, called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.  It was moved to seat the 

agency representatives, seconded and passed.  

 

The minutes of the November 15, 2011 Board Meeting were reviewed. Mary Ellen Waltemire 

moved to accept the Secretary’s report, seconded by G. Truitt and passed. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: In the absence of Treasurer Stump, George Mayo presented the financial 

statements noting that the January Ag Tag revenues have not been recorded.  The Velma Clark 

Memorial Fund has a balance of $16,130 and will now have its own budget line in order to better 

manage the funds.  The Maryland Ag Council will also have an individual line item created.   

Richard Price moved to accept the Treasurer’s report, seconded by Rachel Pieper, and the 

motion passed.  

 

Julie Oberg presented an opportunity for MAEF to participate and provide sponsorship for MDA 

to create a series of MD AG programs with Maryland Public Television. The goal of the 

programming is to educate the citizen’s about agriculture by putting a “face” on Ag.  The 

sponsorship will be for 13 one half hour shows. Each show will have 6-7 segments and are set to 

air beginning in the Fall of 2013. Gail Yeiser reported that the Executive Committee met and is 

supportive of the program, and suggests that MAEF provide funding at the $35,000 level.  We 

will address our action under our new business agenda. 

 

MAEF consultant Charlie Gummer was invited to present an updated presentation on the 

program he conducts “Ag Returns to the City”. 

 

Committee Reports: 

 

Finance: No report at this time. 

 

Promotions/Public Relations/Marketing:  Ashley Force presented Board members with flash 

drives that have historical documents downloaded to them for board use.  She also reported that 

the newsletter will be sent out next week.  The new Peachtree bookkeeping system is being  
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updated to a more user friendly system that will include donor database management.  (Report 

attached) 

 

Elementary Education Committee:   Chairman, Evelyn Wilcom, reported that the committee 

has set a goal for each board member to read to a school classroom.  The Committee has selected 

the book Clarabelle – Making Milk and So Much More for the Ag Literacy program.  The 2014 

National Ag in the Classroom Annual Conference will be held in Hershey, PA.  The committee 

suggests that the budgeted line item for 2014 state workshop be reallocated to encourage MD 

teachers to participate in the national meeting.  Jeanne Mueller attended the Maple Sugar 

Festival at the New Manor Tavern in Monkton.  The restaurant is promoting the AG Tags and 

will be donating proceeds from some events back to MAEF.  

 

The board congratulated Evelyn Wilcom on receiving the Frederick County Farm Family of the 

Year Award.  The award was presented for this work with Ag Education.  (A more complete 

report of Elementary Department attached to minutes.) 

 

Middle School: Peggy Eppig provided written report. (Attached) 

 

Secondary/Post Secondary:  Gail Yeiser, Committee Chair, reviewed a proposal from the MD 

FFA Foundation, Inc. requesting that MAEF progressively increase its monetary support for the 

Foundation that funds the Maryland FFA Association. (Copy of proposal attached). Action on 

this request will be taken up under new business.  A copy of the MAEF High School and 

Postsecondary Agricultural Education Program Action Plan was provided. (Copy attached). 

 

FFA Report: Report provided by Cole Bishop, MD FFA Executive Secretary.  (Copy attached) 

 

Staffing Report: George Mayo provided an update on the status of the assistant office manager 

position.   Diana Tyler, our current outreach and mobile lab coordinator, has expressed interest in 

moving into that position and George feels that this will be a good fit.  George is also working to 

line up another intern for this summer. 

 

Events:   The Golf Outing will be held Sept 9, 2012 at Oakmont Green Golf Club in Hampstead. 

There will be a Central MD Regional Fund raiser October 20, 2012 in Harford County. The 

Annual Banquet will be held November 1, 2012 at the same location in Glen Burnie. 

 

Presidents Report: Per George Mayo.  Eleven Board members will attend the board training on 

Kent Island. On Feb 13, 2012 John Sullivan, Martha Clark and George Mayo had a very 

productive meeting with MDA Secretary Hance and Jim Wallace regarding encouraging a closer 

partnership with MAEF.   Delegate Haddaway-Riccio was in Annapolis today presenting the AG 

tag bill and has numerous sponsors. Harford Parks and Rec has been contacted regarding a larger 

climate controlled storage facility. 

 

Executive Director’s Report: George Mayo reported on the growing number and variety of 

legislative issues that could ultimately affect MAEF.  He updated the board on the current status 
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of the Assistant Director of the High School and Post- Secondary position. Leasa Gudderra has 

moved to Arizona.  MATA, Dave Miller, and George will review the job description.   Position 

will now be an in-office job.  

 

MAEF now has a place at the table with the MD environmental literacy program as a result of 

the presentation of Gary Hedges at our retreat.  

 

 

Agency Reports:   

 

MSDE: Kathy Oliver reported that she, John Sullivan, George Mayo and David Miller had a 

great meeting with the acting Maryland Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Bernard J. Sadusky.  

They introduced MAEF and its programs to him and invited him to visit one of the mobile labs 

in Federalsburg.  She also reported on the FFA Convention, forward movement of the CASE 

project and promoting courses in AG.  There will be another CASE teacher training at the UMD 

provided by the College of Agriculture.  She continues to visit schools with Ag Cluster Groups, 

mentioning that Worcester County has a great Horticulture program for special needs students. 

 

UMD: Dr. Leon Slaughter reported that they would again host CASE teachers but that the 

curriculum would be based on Plant Sciences this year.  They would train 18 participants.  The 

University of MD will be hosting Spring Judging for FFA members and teachers.   The 3 week 

USDA sponsored 3 credit courses will accept 16-17 students.  There have been some personnel 

changes at the University due to retirements. 

 

MDA: Jim Wallace reported on behalf of the Department of AG.  Racing revenues are up which 

will help our bottom line with the $75,000 grant to MAEF.  The budget is the driving force at the 

MDA. 

 

Old Business: George asked Committees to follow up with scheduling their 2012 meetings. 

 

Martha Clark provided an updated draft summary of the Long Range Strategic Plan.  Board 

members are asked to review and please forward any comments or additions to Martha before 

the next Board meeting. 

 

Mary Ellen Waltemire presented draft documents outlining the Board Checklist and Board Job 

Description. Mary Ellen is working with her committee to update the Board Member Handbook. 

Members were asked to share their thoughts before the next meeting. 

The executive director was asked to look into finding a suitable template for Board 

member Conflict of Interest disclosure. 

 The executive director was asked to provide a summary of the estimated annual time 

commitment for each Board member and officer. 

 

New Business: Certain proposals presented throughout the meeting were brought forward for 

action. 
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 (1) Upon reviewing the Executive Committees recommendation regarding the MDA/MPT 

sponsorship, Karen Zimmerman moved, seconded by Jerry Truitt, to sponsor the project at 

the Silver Sponsor, $35,000 level.  Motion passed. 

 (2) The Executive Committee recommended increasing the FFA activity budget from $5000 to 

$10,000 for 2012-2013.  And to work with the FFA Foundation to review their funding and 

reporting of grant usage.  Kathy Oliver moved to accept the Executive Committee 

recommendation, second by Mary Ellen Waltemire.  The motion passed .  There will be an 

effort to schedule a joint meeting of the MAEF and FFA Foundation Boards. 

 (3) As proposed by the Elementary Education, Evelyn Wilcom moved, Connie Parvis 

seconded that the regularly budgeted 2014 Summer Workshop line item be reallocated to 

provide scholarships for teachers attending the 2014 National Ag in the Classroom 

Conference to be held in Hershey, PA. The Motion Passed.  The details of the teacher 

scholarships will be determined by the Budget Committee. 

All of these items will be forwarded to the Finance and Budget Committees for implementation. 

The next Board meeting will be held April 24, 2012 at College Park in conjunction with the FFA 

Spring Judging exercises.  The Board members were encouraged arrive early (10am-1pm) to 

witness the events that take place at 3 different sites on campus and one off campus. 

The Board meeting will be held at 1pm -4pm.  Parking will be at the 4-H Foundation Building on 

8020 Greenmeade Dr. 

Future meeting dates were announced. 

April 24, 2012 College Park 

May 22, 2012 Swan Harbor Farm 

June 28, 2012 Best Western Conference Center, Westminster, MD  (This is the Annual Meeting) 

September 25, 2010 location TBD 

November 13, 2012 location TBD 

There being no further business, it was moved to adjourn.  

 

Respectfully Submitted:     Adopted__________ 

 



Approved May 22, 2012 

Martha Clark, Secretary, with the assistance from notes of Karen Zimmerman and George 

Mayo. 


